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               PG&E’S BIG LIES1 
 

1. “SMUD CUSTOMERS DEMAND THE RIGHT TO VOTE.”  These “customers” are a very 
special group. Jeff Raimundo, the spokesperson for the “Coalition for Reliable and Affordable 
Electricity” (CRAE), is a partner in of Townsend, Raimundo, Besler, and Usher (www.trbu.com), the 
firm which collected over $30 million in 1998 from PG&E, Southern California Edison and other 
utilities to fight Prop 9 and preserve the and Edison nuclear bailouts under AB1890. Raimundo 
helped create a front group called “Californian’s for Affordable and Reliable Electric Services” 
(CARE) that year. PG&E reported to the California PUC that it contributed $16,717,115 to CARE. 
Ask PG&E how many hundreds of thousands of dollars it has spent already on “CRAE” and ask 
where the money went. 
 
2. “500,000,000 PRICE TAG.” According to California’s Board of Equalization, the total value of 
PG&E’s 60+ properties in Yolo County on January 1, 2005 was $188,466,772. To estimate the value 
of the property to be annexed, you have to subtract the value of the gas properties (about 25%), 
subtract the value of the bill-processing facility in West Sacrament, the value of the 27.5-acre 
property on 5th & L Streets in Davis which services PG&E heavy equipment from Davis in the 
northern part of PG&E territory. Then subtract the value of PG&E’s properties outside of Davis, 
West Sacramento, and Woodland (minus 20%) and we’re down to about $104 million, which is close 
to the $65-$145 million range which SMUD believes PG&E’s Yolo annexation-zone properties are 
worth. 
 
3. “WEAKENING OF LOCAL CONTROL.”  SMUD is governed by a seven-person Board of 
Directors elected by district from the SMUD service areas and governed by votes at meetings open to 
the public. The PG&E Corp is governed by a private, self-selected Board, which meets in secret. 
PG&E Co, to which most people in Northern California pay their electricity and gs bills, is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of PG&E Corp. It is required by law to maximize profits to its stockholders. 
 
4. “REDUCED RELIABILITY AND SERVICE.”  According to a report by Navigant Consulting 
for the City of Davis, PG&E has almost three times as many “sustained outages per customer” as 
SMUD. For more information, go to http://www.ci.davis.ca.us/topic/pdfs/Municipal-Electric-Utility-
Options-Analysis.pdf According to the 2005 J. D., Power survey, SMUD was the top-ranked of six 
California electric utilities in “residential customer satisfaction.” According to the same survey, 
PG&E was ranked next-to-the-bottom in California. For more go to 
http://www.jdpa.com/news/releases/pressrelease.asp?ID=2005094. 
 
APPENDIX MATERIALS:  1) CRAE FAX, Oct. 18, 2005; 2) BOARD ROLL for Yolo County 3) 
J.D. Power Customer Survey; 4) Sustained Outages graph. For more info go to  
http://www.publicpowernow.org/or http://www.smud.org/. 
        ---Dan Berman, November 2, 2005 
 
1 Source: “SMUD CUSTOMERS DEMAND THE RIGHT TO VOTE,” FAX 
 from CRAE rep Jeff Raimundo of Townsend, Raimundo, Besler & Usher, Oct. 18, 2005. 

http://www.ci.davis.ca.us/topic/pdfs/Municipal-Electric-Utility-Options-Analysis.pdf
http://www.jdpa.com/news/releases/pressrelease.asp?ID=2005094
http://www.publicpowernow.org/
http://www.smud.org/







