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Secession from the Broadcast: The Rise of Democratic Media

A Faculty Lecture by Seminal Media Theorist Gene Youngblood 

SANTA FE — Professor Gene Youngblood, a founding faculty member of the College of Santa Fe Moving Image Arts Department, will present “Secession from the Broadcast: The Rise of Democratic Media,” as part of CSF’s Faculty Lecture Series, on Saturday, April 21, at noon at The Screen.

He will present the same lecture at the Guild Theater in Albuqerque at noon on Sunday, April 15, as part of the Experiments in Cinema V.20 film festival.

“Secession from the Broadcast: The Rise of Democratic Media,” takes on what it means to live with a “free press,” and the onus on the individual to create his own by careful selection of information feeds.

According to Professor Youngblood, a democratic media system is noncommercial and provides equal and unrestricted access to all voices. “With a truly democratic media, we would have access to a broader reality,” Youngblood explains, “unfiltered by corporate control.”

Given the influx of celebrity gossip and hot-air political punditry bombarding us twenty-four hours a day, a democratic media sounds like a utopian fantasy. And it is — depending on your definition of utopia. Youngblood maintains that “utopia” is simply that which is not permitted — yet, he says, he lives this reality every day.

“There exists today a fully democratic media world — a media commons or public sphere,” says the professor, “that exceeds the wildest utopian dreams” of the Media Democracy Movement of the twentieth century, of which he was a founder.

Selected satellite television networks, radio networks, the Internet, digital technologies and DVD publishing are the technological platform of the commons. Professor Youngblood argues that we must use these media strategically to resolve the crisis of democracy created by corporate media, or what he terms “the Broadcast.” 

Youngblood calls for secession from the Broadcast through mass migration to media-based counterculture. This “ultimate act of civil disobedience” is essential, he says, for the resocialization that is necessary if we are to become the kind of people who could imagine an effective response to our circumstances and have the political will to act upon it. 

A pioneering voice in the Media Democracy movement, Youngblood has taught, written and lectured on the subject for 37 years. He argues that the rise of the democratic media commons is the necessary condition for meeting the supreme challenge of the twenty-first century — the challenge to create on the same scale as we can destroy. He uses the term “ecosocial crisis” for the numerous environmental, social and political problems that constitute that challenge. He argues that the ecosocial crisis is first and foremost a crisis of imagination and desire created by the socializing influences of the Broadcast — that is, by American culture. His lecture will include numerous video clips that illustrate life in the media counterculture. 

“Secession from the Broadcast: The Rise of Democratic Media,” is part of the College of Santa Fe Faculty Lecture Series. Admission is free and open to the public. For more information call (505) 473-6292. 

College of Santa Fe is a private liberal arts college founded in 1874. CSF is guided by its Lasallian heritage in its mission to provide and promote student centeredness, creativity, character, culture, civic capacity and shared governance. For more information visit www.csf.edu.
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Gene Youngblood: Career Summary
Gene Youngblood is an internationally known theorist of media arts and politics, and a respected scholar in the history and theory of alternative cinemas. His Expanded Cinema (1970), the first book to consider video as an art form, was influential in establishing the field of media arts. He is also widely known as a pioneering voice in the Media Democracy movement. He has taught, written and lectured on media democracy and alternative cinemas for 37 years. 

Professor Youngblood has lectured at more than 400 colleges and universities throughout North America, Europe, Japan and Australia; his writing is published extensively around the world. He has received research grants from the Rockefeller Foundation, the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the Andy Warhol Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, the New Mexico Arts Division, and the New Mexico Endowment for the Humanities. 

As a journalist in the 1960s, Youngblood worked as a reporter and film critic for the Los Angeles Herald Examiner; reporter for KHJ-TV in Los Angeles, and arts commentator for KPFK, Pacifica Radio in Los Angeles. From 1967 to 1970, he was co-editor and columnist for the Los Angeles Free Press, the first and largest of the underground newspapers of that era. 

In 1970, Youngblood began a 17-year tenure on the faculty of Film and Video at the California Institute of the Arts. He has also taught at the California Institute of Technology, Columbia University, the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, and in the film departments at UCLA and USC. He is currently a professor of critical studies in the Moving Image Arts Department at the College of Santa Fe. 
