
Hatchery production of salmonids in California
FederaI and state-run hatcheries in California produce millions of steelhead trout and chinook (king)
and coho (sitver) salmon every year. These programs are designed to enhance a stock, mitigate stock
toss due to dam buitding, or to conserve genetic diversity by interbreeding with natural stocks. But a
study by Oregon State University two years ago indicated that hatchery-raised salmonids produce far
fewer offspring than their witd counterparts. A new Oregon State study shows that hatchery steethead
offspring are also less virile.
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