Where Is Our Water From?

Mark Oliver is an award-winning Mt. Shasta, California filmmaker.  He has hit an artistic home run with his new film, Where Is Our Water From?

The story of the Mt. Shasta, alpine community’s most precious resource is filled to the brim with interviews of local scientists, healers, Native American tribesmen, artists, conservationists, ranchers, activists, ecologists, and sportsmen.  All contribute to make this community-focused film an informational and educational treasure.

Through all four seasons and points of the compass, Oliver archives the incredible, natural wonders of our great mountain by shooting astonishingly beautiful pictures which are edited seamlessly with the people’s words, and the subtle, graceful musical score composed and performed by Mt. Shasta local, Teo Kim Merlino.  

This film flows so smoothly it will irresistibly carry along any viewer on an enchanting, inspiring, transforming journey.  But this is not just a film; it is a stunning and dramatic reality check for our community and for all downstream stakeholders who benefit from Mt. Shasta water flowing down to them, and all Americans who enjoy California’s abundant and diverse agricultural foods nourished with our water.  

And the whole story is told with such a sensitive appreciation for our local people that one cannot help but feel a certain sense of pride in kinship with these remarkable voices.

Where Is Our Water From? is not just a powerful informational and emotional document. This film also artfully reflects the delicate but profoundly spiritual nature of water which is made even more inspiring by the film’s merit as a technically flawless piece of cinematography.

Oliver has clearly mastered all aspects of his craft.  The result is a powerful, joyful testament of gratitude for the beauty and bounty of our mountain which blesses us every moment of every day with, I now believe, the purest water in our land.

Though this film can be appreciated as a powerful, cautionary tale on the need for any community to carefully steward this priceless, life-giving resource, it is also a stirring record of a community’s love, reverence and care for Mt. Shasta’s water.

Where Is Our Water From? is a wonder to behold from beginning to end.  I do not know whom to thank more for this extraordinary film–our mountain, our people, or Mark Oliver?

