Trinity County Herbicide policies
Douglas City – Community Plan 1987:
(Natural Resources section pg 45) As part of goal #2 to “Maintain and enhance the high quality of the areas natural resources” there is an objective to continue and support the County policy on the use of herbicides or pesticides as a land management tool.

Junction City – Community Plan 1987:

(Natural Resources pg 40) As part of Goal #2 to “Maintain and enhance the high quality of the areas natural resources” with the objective to “continue to support the County’s policy prohibiting the use of herbicides or pesticides as a land management tool”.

Hayfork – Community Plan 1996:

(Natural Resources – Water Quality pgs 6.11, 6.18, 6.23) Identified as one of the major sources for degradation of water resources with in Hayfork are from resource management (including the use of herbicides for timber management).  It is also referenced again in Resources Management noting that herbicide misuse can result in declines in water quality.
(Natural Resources Findings #7) Many people in the Hayfork area rely on surface waters for domestic water supplies. Residents are extremely concerned about herbicide use which could adversely affect water quality or create health hazards.  Policies are necessary to oppose and/or prohibit the use of herbicides within watersheds which drain into Hayfork Plan area.
(Goal #3, Obj #3.1, Policy i) As part of the Goal to “Provide for the continued utilization of the natural resources of the Plan Area for both humans and wildlife” with the objective to “Maintain and protect water quality and quantity for domestic uses, fisheries, and wildlife in the basin”; there is a policy to “Prohibit to the extent legally permissible the use of herbicides within watersheds which drain into the Hayfork Plan Area as well as within the Plan Area itself.

Lewiston – Community Plan

No mention

Weaverville – Community Plan

No mention

T.C Code Book (1987) – Chapter 8.24 Herbicide Policy
A permit is required for aerial application and ground application from the county health department and the county agricultural commissioner. A permit for ground application is necessary only for application to 1 acre or more or within 250 feet from any stream bed. A permit application is reviewed by a board to ensure it meets safety regulations. 

A permittee is required to post the property and publish a notice of intent in the newspaper.
Any person, who uses herbicides except under a written permit, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  Such person will be deemed to be guilty of a separate offense for each and every separate application.

Article II. Phenoxy Herbicides

Phenoxy herbicides are prohibited because of the dangers of drift contamination of food and water ingested by game animals and irrevocable harm to natural resources.

These herbicides are not prohibited by the US Forest Service provided that application is limited to certain geographical areas, the date and time is approved by the board of supervisors, the application is monitored by a person appointed by the Board and the application is a ground application occurring no more than once.
TC Code Book – Chapter 8.60 Water Quality Control Ordinance

Sec 8.60.060

No use, application, discharge, disposal of any polluting substance or any other controllable water quality activities may be initiated, undertaken, or maintained by any person if said use or activity results in a detectable discharge of polluting substances into the water of the state located in or flowing through the county.

Sec 8.60.080

 This section makes it a public nuisance to violate any provision of this chapter.

Ordinance # 368 – March 26, 1979
An ordinance repealing TC ordinance #s 354 and 354-1 and creating a new Phenoxy herbicide ordinance.
It is necessary to prohibit the application of Phenoxy herbicides because of the dangers of drift and contamination of food and water sources. (Section 3) Any application, in any amount is prohibited.

Ordinance # 370 – May 21, 1979
An ordinance creating aerial and ground application of herbicides or pesticides.

This is an ordinance that recognizes the dangers from aerial and ground application and that prior to any application a permit must be obtained from the TC health dept. and Agricultural Commissioner.
Ordinance # 368-1 – August 24, 1981

An ordinance amending TC Phenoxy herbicide ordinance # 368 and repealing all ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict therewith.
Section 3 of ordinance 368 is amended by specifically repealing it in its entirety and substituting a new section 3 that still prohibits the any application in any amount except that section it is not applicable to the US Forest Service provided that it is limited in range and must be approved by the Board of Supervisors.
Ordinance # 8.40-1 – April 12, 1982

An ordinance amending TC herbicide/pesticide control ordinance #370.

This ordinance amends the numbering of sections in Ord. 370 and adding a section 4 that requires a permittee shall publish notice of the intent to apply herbicides no later than 30 days prior to application.

Ordinance # 8.40-2 – May 2, 1982
An ordinance amending TC herbicide/pesticide control ordinance # 370.

This ordinance amends #370 by deleting section 3.C and substituting with a new section Conditional permits. And deleting section 4 and substituting a new section 4 for posting and notice by Permittee.

Resolution # 45-91 – April 2, 1991
Resolution proclaiming TC timberlands as herbicide-free zone.

A resolution declaring the application of forestry herbicides in TC a public nuisance and that alternatives to forestry herbicides are available which create jobs.  It proclaims TC timberlands an herbicide free zone and that forest managers are requested to not use herbicides on TC timberlands.

Resolution Re declaring the application of forest herbicides in TC a public nuisance
April 7, 1997
This resolution identifies dangers associated with herbicide use and declares its use a public nuisance.
Resolution # 2004-066 – July 20, 2004
This resolution acknowledges TC history of concerns over spraying herbicides and reaffirms its stance on herbicides as a public nuisance and that TC is an herbicide free zone.
