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February 21, 2014

The Honorable Barack H. Obama
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: California Drought and Tribal Trust Resources
Dear President Obama:

Irrigation of much of the agricultural land on the west side of the San Joaquin Valley that you
toured last week in California was made possible by the Bureau of Reclamation’s export of water
away from our reservation located on the Trinity River, nearly 400 miles north of Firebaugh,
where you met to discuss the drought.

Fifty years ago, on September 28, 1963, President Kennedy saluted the Bureau of Reclamation’s
Trinity River Division. In remarks at Whiskeytown Dam, he said:

‘For too long the precious waters of the Trinity have been wasted, running off
unused to the sea. For too long surplus water in one area could not be used to
make up the deficit in another’.

But Trinity water wasn’t “surplus”; nor was it “wasted, running off unused to the sea.” The
“precious waters of the Trinity” and the river’s fishery resources have been the core of our
Tribe’s culture, religion, and economy for thousands of years.

For the last 50 years, the Bureau of Reclamation diverted up to 90 percent of the Trinity’s yield
at the dams near Lewiston, Calif., with devastating effects on our people. Our Tribe has spent the
last 40 years waging the fight in Congress, the courts, and successive Administrations to
establish and enforce our rights under the Law of the Trinity River. Beginning with President
Carter, every Administration has recognized the justice of our cause. But our rights in the fishery
resources that the United States holds in trust for our Tribe have been under constant assault and
remain so today.

The Tribe’s most aggressive and persistent adversaries were the hosts of your February 14
roundtable discussion in Firebaugh. The San Luis Water District and the Westlands Water
District, whose Gencral Manger met with you, are members of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota
Water Authority (Authorty). At the turn of this century, Westlands and the Authority waged a
legal battle to void a fishery restoration agreement between President Clinton’s Secretary of the

DANIELLE VIGIL-MASTEN, CHAIRPERSON @& HUPACHAIREGHOOPA-NSN.GOVY @ PH 530-5625-4211 ¢ FX 530-625-4594



Interior and our Tribe. Afier four years of litigation, Senator Dianne Feinstein personally
intervened to mediate the matter. Though her efforts were unavailing, our Tribe prevailed in
court, and Senator Feinstein applauded the Tribe for its stewardship of the Trinity River. Ten
years later we are back in court in a suit brought by the Authority and Westlands to deny water
for our fishery. While you were meeting their representatives, attorneys for our Tribe and the
Department of Justice were beginning to prepare briefs in defense of our fishery and the
authority of the Secretary to operate the Trinity River Division of the CVP the facilities that
export Trinity River water into the CVP, for our benefit. The law requires Trinity Division water
to be used first to meet our fishery needs prior to any diversion of it to the Central Valley.

Mr. President, when you addressed the Indian Nations on December 2, 2011, you stated:
[O]ne day, we’re going to be able to look back on these years and say that this
was a turning point . . . the moment when we stopped repeating the mistakes of
the past, and began building a better future together, one that honors old traditions
and welcomes every Native American into the American Dream.

Our people are on the journey you describe and are determined to reach the goal you envision.
As trustee, you can help level our path and straighten our way by standing for Jjustice against the
existential threat that Westlands and the Authority represent to our rights and our people.

We ask three things of you. First, please direct the Attorney General to continue to defend use of
Trinity Division water for our fishery against the claims of Westlands and the Authority.
Second, please direct the Secretary of the Interior to make long-delayed decisions on California
water policy that respect and affirm our rights under the Law of the Trinity River. Third, please
refuse to sign any drought relief or other legislation that does not honor our rights.

Sincerely,

é%'elle Vigil-Masten, Chairwoman

Hoopa Valley Tribe



